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VILLAGE GEMS 
 

TAURANGA GEM & MINERAL CLUB Inc. 
HISTORIC VILLAGE 

17TH AVE  TAURANGA  
 

POLISHED STONES - CLOCKS ς GREENSTONE PENDANTS - MINERALS 
NOVELTIES - KAURI GUM - JEWELLERY - POLISHED FACES 

MUSEUM & FLUORESCENT DISPLAY 
 
 

 



Rotorua Lapidary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  

WE HAVE BEEN SERVING NEW ZEALAND SINCE 1981 
 

STOCKISTS OF: 
 

¶ Tumbling Machines for Stone, Glass & Shell 

¶ Rock Cutting, Polishing & Carving Machines 

¶ Grinding & Polishing Media for Stone, Glass, Shell, Bone and 

Metal 

¶ Crystals, Minerals & Rough Rock  

¶ Polished Stones 

¶ Fossils 

¶ Gemstone Beads & Metal Clasps & Fittings 

¶ Greenstone & Jade Carvings 

 
SERVICES: 

 

¶ Stone Cutting, Polishing & Drilling 

¶ Jewellery Repairs & Bead Threading 

¶ Stone Bead Necklace & Earring Making 

 
HOURS: Monday ï Friday 9.30am to 5pm 

Saturday 10am ï 2pm 
 

Rotorua Lapidary Rock & Mineral Supplies Ltd  

1120 Eruera Street, Rotorua 3010 
Postal Address: P O Box 569, Rotorua 3040 

 
Ph: 07 348 8996    Fax 07 348 8621 

 

rotorualapidary@xtra.co.nz  
www.rotorualapidary.co.nz 

 
Colin & Bev Simmons 

 

mailto:rotorualapidary@xtra.co.nz
http://www.rotorualapidary.co.nz/


 

December Club Events  

Workshop  

Closed 

Workshop opens from 1 February 2023 
 

Use of the workshop during shop hours: 
 

$2 per hour 

 
Please pay at the counter  

 

Club Night 

Monday 12th December 

Christmas Party 12 December at Village 

Lolly jar raffle  

Each bring a $5 gift to share 

Each bring drinks and plate to share 

Kids prize giving  

Scavenger hunt prepared  

Restart next year 13 February 2023  

Committee - 3rd Wednesday of Month 

18th January 2022 at 7.30 pm.  

Meet at the clubrooms. 
 

Field Trip 

 
 

Remember to bring 
your camera. 
 

Field Trip 
cancellations: TGMC takes the safety of its 

members seriously and has the right to cancel 

field trips in the event of severe weather warnings 
or other factors that prevent any trip from taking 

place. News about changes, postponements or 
cancellations to a proposed field trip will be 
advised via email and posted on the Facebook 

page as soon as possible.     
 

NO FIELDTRIP for December 

 
Collection Viewing Night Last Wed of Month 

 
No January Viewing Night 
 
Club notices 

 
  A big thank you to  Marcel Authier  for taking the 

library duties on.  
We have a small but good library to check our 

books out from.

 
Health & Safety Matters 

Health & Safety for The Workshop 
 

Please note that the club can no longer provide earmuffs and safety glasses for 

use in the workshop, due to hygiene regulations. 

Therefor we ask everyone who will use the workshop to bring their 

own safety glasses and earmuffs. We also ask for everyone to put their 

name and phone number on the earmuffs and safety glasses. 

However, the club will have ear plugs available at cost price.    .  The 

earplugs can be purchased at the shop counter. 

 

 

 

TGMC Website: https://www.tgmclub.com/ 

We have a new web master updating our web page. 

Andrew has been busy working on the website and coming soon 

will be the ability to apply for and renew memberships online. 

https://www.tgmclub.com/


 

Are you interested to learn about faceting? 

 
If we have enough interested members, then we will ask Alan, 

from Auckland who is an expert in this field to come over and 
teach us this art. 

Note that this will not happen until later in 2023. 
If you are interested then forward an email to the clubs email 
address at sec.tgmc@hotmail.com to put your name forward. 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

BOOK REVIEW  

Book Reviews for the newsletter can be emailed to Ian Mason 
imn.mason@hotmail.com  

 

This Book Can Be Borrowed From The Club Library  

Book Reference Location F54 

 

Prehistoric New Zealand  
By Graeme Stevens, Matt McGlone & Beverley McCulloch 

Illustrated by Vivian Ward 

First Published October 1988 

 
This book was needed to be printed as pervious to this publication 
the general consensus among palaeontologists was that New 
Zealand did not have dinosaurs in the fossil record, an amateur 
palaeontologist Joan Wiffen proved them all wrong by finding a 
therapod bone in the Hawkes Bay. This book is easy reading and 
the illustrations and phots are great for reference. Iôd recommend 
this book for your library or at least book it out from the club library. 
 
"From the beginning of the European exploration of New Zealand it 
was realised that its islands had been long isolated from the rest of the world, resulting in a unique natural 
history which had developed in the absence of mammalian predators. And yet it is only in the last 20 years that 
the reasons for this have become apparent and in an exciting synthesis of various sciences our understanding 
of the earth's history has been radically altered. We now know that New Zealand was once part of Gondwana, 
a great super-continent which comprised all the major southern land masses. For a time New Zealand itself 
was of continental proportions, rivalling in size its neighbour, Australia. It was then that many of the plant and 
animal species we now regard as endemic migrated here. Some species, like the dinosaurs, became extinct. 
Others persisted, and in the 80 million years since New Zealand severed its last links with Gondwana, these 
have changed and adapted as the land itself - racked by enormous geological processes - wore down and 
then rose again. It was this landscape that confronted the first Polynesian colonisers 1000 years ago. 
PREHISTORIC NEW ZEALAND tells this fascinating story. It represents a new approach to geoscience by 
combining several disciplines to tell a compelling narrative. Illustrated with 200 magnificent reconstructions, 
photographs, maps and diagrams, PREHISTORIC NEW ZEALAND conjures up a picture of ancient 

landscapes and what this country looked like millions of years ago." This book is sometimes listed on 

Trademe so have a look if interested.          

You can borrow this book from the club  

                          Reviewed By Gordon Sherwood 

file:///D:/Desktop/TGMC%20News/Newsletter%202021/2022/sec.tgmc@hotmail.com
mailto:imn.mason@hotmail.com?subject=Book%20Review%20for%20Newsletter


 

 

 

2023 Club Subscriptions 
 
 
 

Subscriptions for 2023, 1st January 2023 to the 31st December 2023. 
Final payment due by the 31st March 2023. 

 
Surname: 
 

 

First Name: 
 

 

Other Family Members 
to join: 
 
 

 

Do you have any Junior 
members: 
 

Name: Age: 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Postal Address 
 
 

 

Phone Number 
 

 

Email Address 
 

 

 
Please tick the appropriate box: 

Family member fee: $ 35.00  
Individual fee: $ 25.00  

Newsletter posted: $ 15.00  
Newsletter by email: $ 0.00  

   

Total to pay:  

 
Are you a 

New member:  or Renewing member:  

 
Subscriptions can be paid to Westpac Bank acc no: 03-0435-0467603-00 
Please fill out this form and return by email to: sec.tgmc@hotmail.com 
Or post to: Tauranga Gem and Mineral Club, P.O. Box 841, Tauranga, 3144. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sec.tgmc@hotmail.com


 

 

Calendar Of Happenings 2023 

 
 

      
 

 

 

Club membership. 

 

Your club membership is due for renewal for the year 2023. 
Please fill out the new subscription form and return by email to; 

sec.tgmc@hotmail.com or drop off at the club rooms. 
Payment can be made online or at the shop. 

 
 

mailto:sec.tgmc@hotmail.com


 

 
 

WANTED TO BUY  
 
Wanted to buy:  I am looking to buy any 

lapidary equipment. I am most hoping to find 
any slab / trim saw    8ò or 10'' or larger. Any 
equipment for cabbing & grinding.   Contact:   
kathy.gott@gmail.com  
 
Wanted to buy:  Collections of Minerals, 

Crystals and polished faces. Large or small, 
part or all. 
Contact Greg 575 3851. 
 
 Wanted to buy:  Bob Vear is looking for NZ 

Fossils Ammonites and Trilobites or any 
interesting fossils.      Location identified 
preferably.                                 Contact Bob 
(07) 543 0660. 
 
Wanted: Please drop off any surplus egg 

cartons at the shop for Ian Mason. 
 
Wanted to buy: Gold, silver, any old or 

unwanted jewellery made of gold or silver for 
scrap. Top scrap prices paid. Contact Graeme 
on 07 577 1979 or 027 4496 960; email 
carver.petersen@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                               

      
 

        Tanzanite 

                Zircon 

                        Turquoise 

                    

 

What Are The Birthstones  

For December 

mailto:kathy.gott@gmail.com
mailto:carver.petersen@xtra.co.nz


 

 

Facebook Groups 
To Follow 

 

 
 

Tauranga Gem & Mineral Club 

 
New Zealand lapidary, Rocks, Minerals, Fossils 

 
NZ Rocks, Fossils, Crystals Buy Sell & Exchange (Only NZ nothing imported) 

 
Coromandel Peninsula Rockhounds   

 
 

New Zealand Lapidary equipment sales and DIY equipment 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/taurangagemandmineralclub
https://www.facebook.com/groups/433087407069065
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2078059939146414
https://www.facebook.com/groups/939997949855425
https://www.facebook.com/groups/441270887937162/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/441270887937162/
https://www.facebook.com/taurangagemandmineralclub
https://www.facebook.com/groups/433087407069065
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2078059939146414

