September 2021
COVID EDITION

VILLAGE GEMS
TAURANGA GEM & MINERAL CLUB Inc.
HISTORIC VILLAGE
17TH AVE TAURANGA
POLISHED STONES - CLOCKS – GREENSTONE PENDANTS - MINERALS
NOVELTIES - KAURI GUM - JEWELLERY - POLISHED FACES
MUSEUM & FLUORESCENT DISPLAY

Rotorua Lapidary

WE HAVE BEEN SERVING NEW ZEALAND SINCE 1981
STOCKISTS OF:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tumbling Machines for Stone, Glass & Shell
Rock Cutting, Polishing & Carving Machines
Grinding & Polishing Media for Stone, Glass, Shell, Bone and
Metal
Crystals, Minerals & Rough Rock
Polished Stones
Fossils
Gemstone Beads & Metal Clasps & Fittings
Greenstone & Jade Carvings
SERVICES:

•
•
•

Stone Cutting, Polishing & Drilling
Jewellery Repairs & Bead Threading
Stone Bead Necklace & Earring Making
HOURS: Monday – Friday 9.30am to 5pm
Saturday 10am – 2pm
Rotorua Lapidary Rock & Mineral Supplies Ltd
1120 Eruera Street, Rotorua 3010
Postal Address: P O Box 569, Rotorua 3040
Ph: 07 348 8996

Fax 07 348 8621

rotorualapidary@xtra.co.nz
www.rotorualapidary.co.nz
Colin & Bev Simmons

STONE OF THE
MONTH
Sinter

September Club Events
Workshop
Every Tuesday night from 6pm to 7-30pm.
Use of the workshop during shop hours:
Closed Until Level 1
Club Night
September Meeting Is Cancelled

Juniors from 6 pm – 7.30pm
Seniors at 7.30pm

Interest table: Place your photos on our
Facebook page

__________________
Jan Field Trip Contd
__
be up to you if you
head home on
Sunday afternoon or stay an extra night and head
home Monday. Will have more specifics closer to the
time!
Accommodation
Riverglen Holiday Park & Campground. 07 8663130

Very limited accommodation available:
There is a large 2 roomed Dorm that has 10 bunk
beds to each room. This is $25 a night per person.
Also plenty of Camper Van and Tent Sites.
When booking mention you are with Tauranga Gem
and Mineral Club and you will receive a 10%
discount.
Communication

Committee -

3rd

Wednesday of Month

- September Meeting Cancelled

Once booked let Graham Hill know so he can keep
track of numbers please. And can phone him for any
questions or queries too on
(07)552 4496 or 027 2566 399

.

Field Trip cancellations: TGMC takes the safety
of its members seriously and has the right to
Field Trip
cancel field trips in the event of severe weather
warnings or other factors that prevent any trip
from taking place. News about changes,
September Trip Cancelled
postponements or cancellations to a proposed
field trip will be advised via email and posted on
NOTE: Contact Graham if you need to carpool. Do
check your email in case of bad weather. Graham Hill: the Facebook page as soon as possible.
027 2566399 / 07 552 4496

Collection Viewing Night Last Wed of Month
HEALTH & SAFETY OFFICER NEEDED
We need a safety officer for the club.
We also need to display a hazard list in the shop and
workshop.
Anyone interested??
January Summer Field Trip 21st - 22nd - 23rd
Petrified Wood / Jaspers / Cherts / Rhyolite and
hopefully other interesting finds!

September Meeting Cancelled
Post your rocks or fossils for identification or
discussion on our facebook page
Club notices
Remember to take a camera or your phone on
the field trips then you can submit your photos
for the next newsletter or our Facebook page.

We will be doing something on the Friday
afternoon/evening after everyone's arrival. We will
definitely be rock-hunting Saturday and Sunday. It will WANTED: Mechanically minded person to help
Bryce in the workshop

- People to help paint the inside of our shop a bit
closer to summer

TGMC Committee Members 2020 and other Club Officers
President
Shared
Vice President
Shared
Treasurer
Secretary
Club Email
Membership
Publicity
Shop
Shop supplies
Field trips
Field trip assist.
Workshop
Museum display
Facebook admin
Newsletter
advertising
Patron
Newsletter
Library/Museum
Maintenance
Microscopes
Silent Auction

Graeme Dewhurst
Carla van den Hout
Carla van den Hout
Graeme Dewhurst
Johanna Raynor
Steve Raynor

sec.tgmc@hotmail.com

Bryce Cooper
Carla van den Hout
Olga Nicholson
Bryce Cooper
Graham Hill
Charlie Harris
Bryce Cooper
Raymond Schroder
Margaret Parker
Ian Mason
Kristy Phillips
Ian Mason

576 7874
552 5175
552 5175
576 7874
072828126

282 8126

New Zealand Events
National Show: 15-17 October, Mineral
Club of Hutt Valley & Wellington, Lower
Hutt

The Taranaki L & M Club 23-25 October is
having their Club Show at Labour
Weekend this year. To be held at the club
rooms 3 Rangitake Dr, New Plymouth.

0276950606

552 5175
575 2070

2022 – National Show. To be hosted by

0276950606

the Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary Club.

552 4496
021 0409332
0276950606

576 3027
576 2660
543 4951
0210397340
543 4951

Australian events
Gemfest, Sat 24 and Sun 25 July 2021
Cairns Mineral & Lapidary Club
Cairns Youth & Recreation Centre
Grounds, 129 Mulgrave Rd, Cairns City
QLD, Australia
GEMKHANA 24 - 25 Sep 2021

Roger Eade
Ian Mason / Gordon Sherwood
Marcel Authier
John Clark
Bryce Cooper

Hawkesbury Showground, Clarendon,
576 0117
543 4951 / 0226323534 Australia
572 3034
Carlingford Gem And Mineral Expo 27022 0206812

Ian Mason

543 4951

0276950606

28 Nov 645 Pennant Hills Rd, Carlingford
NSW, Australia

Since our Club Outing for Sinter, was STOLEN by Covid we have the next best thing.

CLUB NIGHT
For club night Monday 9th August we were asked all to bring along examples from our journey through this
great hobby. It could be the first piece of rock one picked up or the best thing you’ve ever found. Or the piece
with best potential but turned out to be a dud.
Some of us have gone into cutting/grinding and polishing, some into faceting or carving, some into preforming
and tumbling. Others find crystals and clean them up, and even buy them.
The object of the night was to show off where one started, what you have done and where the hobby has
taken you. Hopefully, this will inspire others to have a go at different things and learn from those who have
been there, done that, (didn’t get a t-shirt or maybe you did LOL). We are never too old to learn new things.
There is a lot of skill and knowledge amongst us that can be shared with the club.
What transpired was a great time with the usual banter
and some amazing examples of members interests
spanning a few of the paths where lapidary and rock
collecting can take you.
The amazing talent of some of the members with their
carving left you wondering how they did that. Raymond
with his greenstone chain that obviously had taken many
a hour to complete, I’ve seen chain carved from wood but
from stone is really impressive. The little agate
cabochons with carved figures to look like old time
cameos had many holding them in wonder.

Graeme Dewhurst brought along some of his carvings
that were amazing especially the one I liked the most
was the lizard carved out of obsidian, though the nursing
mother was impressive

Rachel has been into rocks literally all her life and had the
privilege to have travelled to far flung places with her parents
where part of her schooling was looking for rocks and fossils.
Here she is pointing to a much younger self in the deserts of
UAE where fossils and artifacts were scattered liberally for
the eager children to find. No wonder she is still excited

about rocks with such a great start in life like that.
Rachel’s parents on their first date started with an impromptu
rockhound that didn’t put her mum off, from there that passion bloomed
and continues to this day.

For me the highlight has to be from Jenny and her fossil
from an Ichthyosaur named Platypterygius australis from
Coober Pedy. This fossil is from when that area was a huge
inland sea. this opalised fossil reacts to UV light that makes it
way cooler.

Core samples are always interesting to see, for geologists the reveal such a lot of information about the past
history of our planet. Some of the core samples are really cool to see with the different colours and visual
delight to behold. Narea brought these core samples along that were from a lens of orbicular granite from
Boogardie in Western Australia. Strictly diorite but commonly known as granite from that location. They are
pretty trippy to see.
Tumbling stones are a mainstay for many rockhounds with
more than a few bucket load of stones polished up probably
closer tom a truck load, Robert brought along his latest
barrel that had completed the final polish stage to be opened
for all to see. Just WOW, they were shiny and oh so pretty.
The agates come out so nice making those who hadn’t
started tumbling yet consider the purchase of a tumbler for
their rocks. With lockdown hitting level 3 I need to purchase
more grit as my supply got a hiding over the past few weeks.

Most of the members had stories about how they
started out or what their favourite stone is, even a
couple had disaster stories about how a stone they
thought had promise just turned out so so. A great night
that I’m sure will be repeated at some stage. If you
haven’t been to a club night for a while I encourage you
to come along as they are a great
night of fun, projects for the
workshop, informative
presentations and more.
Gordon Sherwood your newsletter guy

BOOK REVIEW
Book Reviews for the newsletter can be emailed to Ian Mason
imn.mason@hotmail.com

Rugged Landscape
The Geology of Central New Zealand
Graeme R. Stevens
THE LAST DECADE has seen a great upsurge of
interest in geology in New Zealand- as witnessed by the
establishment of numerous rock, mineral, geological and
lapidary clubs.
The New Zealand landscape is fascinatingly interesting
to professional scientist, informed layman and indeed
older schoolchildren, and this work provides a key to the
understanding of the geological features that are
characteristic of many regions throughout the country.
In fact, the geology of central New Zealand is virtually a
microcosm of New Zealand geology, containing
samples of almost every phase of the geological history
of this country except the very early phases (represented
in northwest Nelson and Fiordland) and some of the later volcanic phases (represented in the
Taupo-Rotorua region).
The book is presented in a readable style, with a minimum of technical detail. A large part of the
work is taken up with sections dealing with general geological principles, illustrated by numerous
examples drawn from the central New Zealand
regions- comprising Wellington,
the Manawatu, Wairarapa, Nelson
and Marlborough districts.
The author discusses with
absorbing clarity such basic
principles as geological time,
relative versus absolute ages, the
New Zealand geosyncline,
alteration by heat and pressure,
and mountain-building in
ancestral New Zealand. Then
follow chapters on the New
Zealand peneplain, renewed
mountain-building and faulting. A
close look is taken at
Wellington’s faults, recent earth

movements in the Manawatu, Ice Age moulding of the
landscape, the origin of Cook Strait and Port Nicholson.
Recent earth movements in the Wellington region are
discussed, followed by comments on earthquakes.
Finally, there is a look into the geological future of the
whole region.
Rugged Landscape is fully illustrated and will prove
invaluable to the scientist, teacher, student, tramper,
rockhound and naturalist, as well as to the interested
layman.
Book review by John Clark
Cheers John Clark Tauranga Gem & Mineral Club

------------------------//---------------------

You Can Borrow This Book From The Club Library
WANTED TO BUY
Wanted to buy: I am looking to buy any lapidary equipment. I am most hoping to find any slab / trim saw
or 10'' or larger. Any equipment for cabbing & grinding. Contact: kathy.gott@gmail.com
Wanted to buy: Collections of Minerals, Crystals and polished faces. Large or small, part or all.
Contact Greg 575 3851.
Wanted to buy: Bob Vear is looking for NZ Fossils Ammonites and Trilobites or any interesting fossils.
Location identified preferably.
Contact Bob (07) 543 0660.
Wanted: Please drop off any surplus egg cartons at the
shop for Ian Mason.
Wanted to buy: Gold, silver, any old or unwanted jewellery
made of gold or silver for scrap. Top scrap prices paid.
Contact Graeme on 07 577 1979 or 027 4496 960; email
carver.petersen@xtra.co.nz

What are the Birthstones
for September?
Peridot
Zircon
Sapphire
Agate
Moonstone
Sardonyx

8”

THE THAMES SCHOOL of MINES
MINERAL MUSEUM
101 Cochrane Street Thames
One of Australasia’s finest mineralogical collections started in
1870 on The Thames Goldfield

Open Wed – Sun 11am - 3pm
Adults $10.
Unaccompanied children $5
Extended opening over summer. Local heritage & group
concessions.
Group tours by arrangement,
Phone 07 08686227
Email tsm@historic.org.nz

Facebook Groups
To Follow

Tauranga Gem & Mineral Club
New Zealand lapidary, Rocks, Minerals, Fossils
NZ Rocks, Fossils, Crystals Buy Sell & Exchange (Only NZ nothing imported)
Coromandel Peninsula Rockhounds

